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Joseph de Prémare, S. J.’s Biography and Academic Achievements

Ii Zhen

Joseph de Prémare (1666-1736) was a French Jesuit who came to China during
the reign of the Qing dynasty emperor, Kangxi. Thirty yvears in China, he became one of
the leading Figurists, but also well known for his profound knowledge of the Chinese
language among the Jesuits in China. He wrote many works on Figurism; none, however,
were allowed to be published at the time. His representative work, Notitia Linguae
Sindcae (1728), was known the most autheritative Chinese grammar book until the 19"
century, and was highly praised by missionaries and sinologists. De Prémare’s translation,
LOrphelin de la maison de Tehao (1731}, made him s the first to introduce Chinese
drama fo Europe. Furthermore, he wrote a short novel entitled Meng Mei Tu Si (1709)
[#+2 30 ), which is perhaps the first novel written in Chinese by a Western missionary.
Nevertheless, contemporary research on de Prémare fails to match his remarkable
contribution to the history of Christianity in China, to the history of western Sinology
and to the worldwide history of Chinese language instruction. This thesis will therefore
focus on de Prémare’s life and sumanarize his academic achievements, the intent being to
construct a biography and also to provide additional historical materials to academia.
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TERMEM. FH, I ANEARRSESAEE, TIHESMED, S ENEARYI AR S RET A
thE, WEFATTEAR R 2e R, R RN A RR, A RE N RS MR E K.
DT TIRARSE T S BORAG-E, B (P D LIS = R L) ( Essad
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E T E G ERAE. BREET SR 7 HA 8 H23H WA M AR EHERE, 10100 ERAInE )
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FTHEARE, SR8, €34 . MERTRGAN “SERAESRTRENRTE". ZEEHA ARG RERT
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11



T VTS 5

FERIPFM—BTRIME (Q707412H 3 H) BEREM, MAMEEY — B AR5 170881710817 11135 45 4F

BELBRL, SREZMFMERE, X—RIVEHMEER T OTEEF RGBT MR, BE
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527 Paul Rule, K'ung-tsz or Confucius? The Jesuit Iiterpretation of Confucianism, p. 163.
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543 Paul Rule, “ K'ung-tsz or Confucius? The Jesuit Interpretation of Confucianism” | Diss, pp. 416-417.

55) John Witek, An Eighieenih-Century Frenchman at the Court of the Kang-His Emperor: A Study of the Early Life of
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577 Paul Rule, “ K'ung-tsz or Confucius? The Jesuit Interpretation of Confucianism” |, Diss. p. 414, no91.

58) Paul Rule, X' ung-tsz or Confucius? The Jesuit Interpretation of Confucianism, p. 163.

59) Paul Rule, XK' ung-tsz or Confucius? The Jesuit Interpretation of Confucianism, p. 163.
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EAVERF SR NE T, 2R Paul Rule, “K'ung-tsz or Confucius? The Jesuit Interpretation of
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